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The Cupboard of Boxes - H l STO RY
Technology activities

This cupboard was made for the Corporation of
Stratford-upon-Avon in 1594 so it is over 400 years old! If is sfill
kept in Stratford-upon-Avon and visitors can see it in the
Shakespeare Centre.
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The Corporation was the organisation that ran the fown. It
collected money from the townspeople and made sure that the
people who lived in Stratford behaved themselves. William
Shakespeare'’s dad, John Shakespeare, was a member of the
corporation when William was a little boy.

About the cupboard

This cupboard was made so that the Corporation had a safe
place to store their important documents.

It is very big — about 186 cm high and about 150 cm wide. You
can measure how big that is using a tape measure. Is it taller
than your teacher?

The cupboard is made of two materials — can you tell what they
are from the picture? Complete the words below.
W___ and M_ _ _ _

Where do you think the material came from?2 Why do you think
the cupboard was made from these materialse
Can you think of adjectives to describe the two materials?
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Technology activities page 3

Further ideas

Make an annotated drawing of the cupboard. What tools would
the craftsmen need to make the cupboard?

Take alook at modern cupboards at home and in the
classroom. What are the similarities and differences in ferms of
materials, shapes, style and so on¢

Making a Tudor cupboard of boxes for your classroom

Have a fry af creating your own Cupboard of Boxes. You might
like to use reclaimed materials such as 8 — 12 cereal boxes of
approximately the same size, a large box to slot them into and
some further strong card to create doors.

Discussion

What would you use your cupboard of boxes for?

What kinds of things need keeping in a safe, dry place?

What valuable things would you put in the boxes?e

You can put small things like money in a little box and then inside
the cupboard of boxes — that’s probably what the Corporation
of Stratford-upon-Avon did!
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The Cupboard of Boxes - H l STO kY
Maths Activities

This cupboard was made for the Corporation of
Stratford-upon-Avon in 1594 so it is over 400 hundred years old!
When William Shakespeare was a little boy, his dad, John
Shakespeare, was a member of the Corporation. The
Corporation used the cupboard to store all theirimportant things.

The men who made the cupboard were called Lawrence Abell
and Oliver Hickox. They had to be good at numbers to make
such a big cupboard.

Can you answer these number questions about the cupboard?

How many doors has it gote

How many feet do you think it has got¢ — you can't see them all |
know!

How many squares can you count on each door?e

How many hinges can you see?
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The Cupboard of Boxes - H l STO RY
Maths activities page 2

Here’s a picture of the cupboard with the doors open. Wow, there’s lots of
space for papers and documents in there!l

Can you see how the cupboard is the same on both sides? It is symmetrical.
Why don’t you work with a partner to draw the cupboard - you can do half
each and try and make sure the sides match.

Here's some more number work using the cupboard:
How many squares on the inside of each door?

How many boxes inside the cupboard?

You can use this cupboard to count in twos. Start at the top of the left-hand
door, then go down the boxes and down the right-hand door — can you fill
in the answers below?2

1x2= 2x2= 3x2= 4x2= 5x2= 6x2=

7x2= 8x2= 9x2= 10x2= 11x2= 12x2=

Can you fill in these two as well?

13x2=14x2=

Can you design a new cupboard that uses a different set of numbers?
Is your new cupboard symmetrical?
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The Cupboard of Boxes - H l STO RY
Teachers’ Notes

The Cupboard of Boxes is one of the most important items in
the collections of the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust and is on
display in the Shakespeare Centre. It was made for the
Corporation of Stratford-upon-Avon in 1594. When William
Shakespeare was a child, his father, John Shakespeare was a
member of the Corporation and would probably have known
this cupboard later in life.

These worksheets have been developed in collaboration with
the University of Birmingham and are based on research done
on the objects held in the SBT collection and shown in the
illustrated catalogue, Shakespeare and the Stuff of Life:
Treasures from the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust, edited by Dr
Tara Hamling of the University of Birmingham and Dr. Delia
Garratt of the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust.
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The Cupboard of Boxes - H l STO RY
Teachers’ Notes (2)

We hope these worksheets will show how using this beautiful

sixteenth-century piece of furniture — one that William Shakespeare knew

about and had perhaps seen - can be used in a range of ways to bring
children closer to understanding objects and information about the past.

Worksheet 1 has a History focus and includes a straightforward description
of the cupboard and its history, with comprehension questions for use by
individuals or groups. You could also choose to divide the text into two
parts and the children into two groups to ask and answer the questions.
There is an additional role-play activity.

Worksheet 2 has a Technology focus and considers the material and
processes used to make the box, as well as a suggestion for designing and
making a cupboard, using skills such as thinking about material, symmetry,
design and value.

Worksheet 3 has a Maths focus and uses the cupboard to enable number
work based on multiples of 2, plus some work on symmetry.

Stratford-upon-Avon Corporation, autumn 1595

Aldermen (the senior group) Burgesses
Thomas Rogers Philip Green
Henry Wilson Thomas Goodwin
Adrian Quyney* John Smith
Ludovic William John Sadler
Thomas Barber Nicholas Tibbott
Nicholas Barneshurst Ralph Lord
William Wilson Francis Smythe
William Parsons Robert Biddle
John Gibbes Edward Maund
Richard Quyney* Daniel Baker
John Jeffreys John Smith
Richard Aynge William Wyatt
Abraham Sturley Valentine Taunt

George Badger

*Richard was Adrian’s son. Richard wrote the only surviving letter we have to Shakespeare. His son Thomas
married Judith Shakespeare, Wiliam Shakespeare’s younger daughter.
It is very easy to feminise most of the names, e.g. Thomas — Thomasina, Henry — Henrietta, John — Joanna,
Nicholas — Nicola - if you wish to use female names for role-play.

These resources were produced in partnership with the University of Birmingham
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The Cupboard of Boxes - H l STO kY
History

This cupboard was made for the Corporation of Stratford-upon-Avon in
1594 so it is over four hundred years old! The archives at the Shakespeare
Birthplace Trust include very old documents that can give us lots of
information about the cupboard. Historians can study the cupboard and
the documents together to find out more about how the cupboard was
made and how the Corporation used it.

The Corporation of Stratford-upon-Avon was the group that ran the fown. It
had fourteen aldermen, usually the most important men in fown. Every year,
they chose one of the fourteen to be the Bailiff (later known as the Mayor).
They also chose another fourteen men to help them. When William
Shakespeare was a little boy, his dad, John Shakespeare, was one of the
aldermen. Running a town created a lot of paperwork. The aldermen
needed a dry and secure place to keep all their records and documents, so
they decided to buy a big cupboard.

The chamberlains of the Corporation, Abraham Sturley and Richard Ange,
ordered the cupboard fo be made by two local craftsmen. These men were
called Lawrence Abell and Oliver Hickox. Lawrence was a joiner, which
meant that he worked with wood and had the skills to make such impressive
pieces of furniture. Oliver was an ironmonger and locksmith, which mean
that he worked with metal. It fook the two men sixteen and a half days to
make the cupboard. Lawrence Abell was paid 16 shillings for his work but
Oliver Hickox was paid a bit more — 17 shilings and 2 pence, probably
because working with metal was a bit more complicated than working with
wood.
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The Cupboard of Boxes - HlSTO RY

History

Here's a picture of the cupboard with the doors open. Wow, there’s lots of
room for the Corporation’s paperwork in there.

Answer the following questions, using the information on the other page.

What did the Corporation of Stratford-upon-Avon do?

How many aldermen were there?

What was William Shakespeare’s dad called?

Why did the Corporation decide fo buy such a big cupboard?
What were the names of the men who ordered the cupboard?
What were the names of the men who made the cupboard?

How long did it take to make the cupboard?

Did the men who made the cupboard get paid the same amount?

Lawrence would have needed several different tfools fo make the
cupboard, tools which we still use today. Can you work out what they
were, using the letters below?

S _ W h _mm _ _ ch _s _|

Oliver made all kinds of things from metal so that Lawrence could fix the
cupboard together. Can you work out what they were, using the letters
below?

n__1_ h_ _ge_ I _ck_ SC _ _ W _
3 B o SR For our full range of resources, visit SHAKESPEARE
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History

FURTHER IDEA

Suggest that the children take part in a role-play scenario
connected to The Cupboard of Boxes. Role-play allows the
children to talk about an artefact in a natural way and shows
how talking and thinking about objects can help us to
understand the past. The role-play focuses on why the
cupboard was needed.

Role-play

A Meeting of the Corporation of Stratford-upon-Avon

You can do this in small or large groups. You are having a
meeting to decide if you should buy a new cupboard for the
Corporation. At the end, take a vote and see if you all agree
that now is the time to order the cupboard of boxes!

These are the reasons why you need a new cupboard:

*The Corporation has lots of papers and documents to keep
safe.

*The old boxes are damp and mouldy.

*The Corporation is an important organisation and you need an
impressive storage cupboard.

These are the reasons why is might not be the right fime to buy a
new cupboard:

*The money used to buy a cupboard could be used for repairs
to the roof of the Guildhall.

*The Corporation has lots of boxes and some of them are in
good condition.

*Everyone is very busy and it will fake time to find the right
people to make the cupboard.

Did you all agree or was it hard to reach a decision?
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History

FURTHER IDEA

Suggest that the children take part in a role-play scenario
connected to The Cupboard of Boxes. Role-play allows the
children to talk about an artefact in a natural way and shows
how talking and thinking about objects can help us to
understand the past. The role-play focuses on why the
cupboard was needed.

Role-play

A Meeting of the Corporation of Stratford-upon-Avon

You can do this in small or large groups. You are having a
meeting to decide if you should buy a new cupboard for the
Corporation. At the end, take a vote and see if you all agree
that now is the time to order the cupboard of boxes!

These are the reasons why you need a new cupboard:

*The Corporation has lots of papers and documents to keep
safe.

*The old boxes are damp and mouldy.

*The Corporation is an important organisation and you need an
impressive storage cupboard.

These are the reasons why it might not be the right time to buy a
new cupboard:

*The money used to buy a cupboard could be used for repairs
to the roof of the Guildhall.

*The Corporation has lots of boxes and some of them are in
good condition.

eEveryone is very busy and it will fake time to find the right
people to make the cupboard.

Did you all agree or was it hard to reach a decision?

For our full range of resources, visit SHAK‘SPEM
shakespeareweek.org.uk ‘ '
UNIVERSITYOF o o n4m
~.y BIRMINGHAM

© 2013 Shakespeare Birthplace Trust. Registered Charity Number 209302

Shakespeare

birthplace





