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This is what I did to earn my Shakespeare Poetry Challenge:

A Midsummer Night’s Dream was probably performed before 
Queen Elizabeth I, and it seems that Shakespeare wrote some lines 
about her for Oberon the fairy king to say. In this picture you can 
see William Shakespeare saying Oberon’s lines to the Queen. 
Can you spot the following things at Queen Elizabeth I’s court?

This extract is from Shakespeare’s play, A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream (Act 2 Scene 1). 
These words are said by one of the fairies 
who serve the fairy queen Titania. The fairy is 
planning to organize a dance for the queen. 
Can you draw a beautiful picture inside the 
frame to go with the fairy’s words? You may 
not know the meanings of all the words that 
Shakespeare uses, so we’ve helped you with 
some of the words.       

Draw here!
Over hill, over dale,

Thorough bush, thorough brier,
Over park, over pale,

Thorough flood, thorough fire,
I do wander every where,

Swifter than the moon’s sphere;
And I serve the Fairy Queen,
To dew her orbs upon the green.

The cowslips tall her pensioners be;
In their gold coats spots you see;
Those be rubies, fairy favours,

In those freckles live their savours.
I must go seek some dewdrops here,

And hang a pearl in every cowslip’s ear...     
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Shakespeare
A quill
Queen Elizabeth I
A dragon
A Tudor rose
White stockings
Apples
A ruff

Shakespeare’s Words

Can you find?

Word meanings

Brier thorn bush

Pale fenced-in space

Orbs fairy rings

Cowslip small yellow wildflowers

Pensioners royal bodyguards

Savours sweet smells


