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TECHNOLOGY

A horn book was not a book at all, or at least not what we would
think of as a book today. It was a flat piece of wood with a
handle, similar in shape to a table tennis bat, and usually made
from oak. A piece of parchment or paper, printed with the letters
of the alphabet and the Lord’s Prayer, was pasted on to the
wood, and protected by a thin sheet of cow orram'’s horn,
hence the name. Parchment (made from sheep or goat skin)
and paper were both very expensive at this time, as was the
printing process, and if the ‘book’ was to remain clean, and last
as long as possible, it needed this protective layer.

How to make a horn book

Hornbooks were used to teach children in the petty school to
read. As well as showing the alphabet, in both capital letters
and lower case, it also showed simple vowel and consonant
combinations to help the teaching of reading, for example
ab, eb, ib, ob, ub and ba, be, bi, bo, bu - rather like Tudor
phonics!
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TECHNOLOGY

You will need:

*One piece of A5 stiff card, preferably brown

*Self adhesive wood effect plastic, preferably ‘oak’ effect
(from a diy store)

*Self adhesive transparent plastic (from educational suppliers)
eTemplate of horn book shape (see below)

*Printed sheet of alphabet and Lord’s prayer (see below)

e Scissors

¢ Pritt stick or similar

*40 cm length of leather thonging or cord

To make the horn book:

*Draw round the template on the stiff card and cut out
your horn book

e Cut out the printed sheet and stick it on to the front of the
horn book

*Cover the back of the horn book with wood effect plastic
*Cover the front of the horn book with the self adhesive
transparent plastic

*Make a hole in the handle about 1 cm from the end
*Thread the leather thronging or cord through the hole,
and tie to make a loop so that you can hang the book from
your belt.
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Templates

+Aabcdefghijklmnopq
rstuvwxyz& aeiou
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQ
RSTUVWXYZ
aeiou aeiou
ab eb ib ob ub ba be bi bo bu
ac ec ic oc uc cace cicocu
ad ed id od ud da de di do du

In the Name of the Father and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

OCW Father, which art in Heaven,

hallowed be thy Name; thy Kingdom
come, thy Will be done on Earth, as it is
in Heaven. Give us this Day our daily

Bread; and forgive us our Trespasses, as
we forgive them that trespass against us:
And lead us not into Temptation, but
deliver us from Evil. Amen.
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