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On the Bat’s Back Po EVRY

Small, like a cobnut that fell from a tree

On an airy mouse steed, you are tiny and free!l

Feel the thistledown fur, and the leathery wings

And fly through the woods where the nightingale sings.
Follow the moths through the space between leaves,
Where shadowy moonlight dances and weaves.

Learn all the star scattered secrets of night

To hold in your heart, when dark turns back to light.

Grey Malkin

Inside the house

he’s old sock grey,

like porridge on a rainy day

like Tuesday morning, mouldy bread
like snot, or dust beneath the bed.

But outside the door,

he's secret grey.

Like sea mist at the break of day,

like moonlight on a midnight street
and silent steps of unseen feet.

Like smoke that swirls and disappears
and spells whispered into pointed ears.
No sleepy moggie on a mat!

Now he’s Grimalkin, witches cat!
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POETRY

(‘Unicorns are betrayed by trees and bears by glasses’ Julius Caesar )

Bear in the Looking Glass

Bear in the looking glass what do you see?
Two eyes and a nose? Could it be me?

Big paws: four of those
Claws on all toes

One ear and one ear
A ginormous rearl!

I'd have to get close to be certain and sure
ROARRRRR!
But it seems that the bear in the glass has a roar!

This poem is performed in pairs. Two children stand looking at each other.
They should be about a body length apart to start with. They show each
other their noses, their two ears, then move closer to show four paws, and
the claws, one ear and then the other ear and then turn around and
look over their shoulders to show their ‘rears’. Finally they get very close -
roar and run off. They say the words and perform the actions as if they
were the bear and its reflection.

You can make it into a game with children taking it in turns to be ‘bear’
and ‘reflection’ and adding more actions each time.
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POETRY

Urchin

A spikey ball
A spiny spinner
A curling, rolling badger’s dinner.

A snuffle-sneezer
Eating slugs
Worms and beetles, earwigs, grubs.

| miss you hedgehog
Furze-pig, urchin,
Hotchi witchi,
Garden searchin’!
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